
April Chapter Meeting 

Violence in the workplace is a serious safety and health issue.  
     Trooper Greg Kies from the Maryland State Police - Organized 
Crime Unit - will be discussing the impact of workplace violence 
and street crime on companies and employees. He will also be  
reviewing some of the factors that may increase workers' risk of 
becoming victims. Finally, Topper Kies will provide the group 
with some recommendations and guidelines to reduce workers’ 
exposure to these hazards. 
 
Date: April 23, 2008 
Location: Tragara Restaurant 
 4935 Cordell Ave. Bethesda, MD 

(301) 951-4935 
Time: 5:30 PM - Registration, networking and cash bar. 

6:00 – 9:00 PM— Dinner and program 
Cost:  $25 ASSE members if RSVP by 4/18/08.   

$30 for non-members or at the door.   
 

 RSVP to Bruce Donato by 4/18/08 at bdonato@kafirstaid.com 
(please visit http://ncc.asse.org for more information on registration 

and main course meal selection). 
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April, 2008 

 

One-Day Educational Seminar 
“Current Topics in Safety, Health & Environmental Issues”“Current Topics in Safety, Health & Environmental Issues”  

April 3, 2008 
Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory 

Laurel, Maryland 
For more information go to: www.ncc.asse.org/meetings.php 

Welcome to Our Welcome to Our   

New MembersNew Members  

  

Rodney ButerbaughRodney Buterbaugh  

Ravi SinghRavi Singh  



Greetings and Salutations. 
  
     As we are moving into spring and mother nature starts strutting her stuff if you are like me, 
you get excited about the weather to come in the near future. With this excitement in the air, I 
am also very excited about our next fiscal year already. We have some great things going on. 
  
     The first is an initiative given to our executive board and committee chairs to divided and 
conquer our membership list and try to make contact with each and every member within the 
next few weeks. We are making some great strides in this. Why would we do this is a  
fundamental question and the answer is to determine how we can better meet our chapter 
member needs. Our officers and chairs just want to spend a couple minutes with you to find 
out some basic facts. For example are your getting our information electronically, do you 
know when we have meetings, if your contact information correct. More importantly we would 
like to know what you want out of your chapter. This will help us make it better for you in the 
years to come. Thank you in advance for your help. 
  
     Another reason for my excitement is that we are already looking at next year based on 
some of the feedback we have gotten already. One interesting concept is to have less  
frequent but longer meetings. For example a 3 hour morning mini-PDC with breakfast. This 
could focus on one topic or several topics. We are also looking at how we can leverage even 
more sister safety and environmental organizations to help minimize time commitments of you 
who have interests in more than one association. 
  
     This year is still not over and we still have an interesting presentation on Workplace Vio-
lence including that outside of the workplace (e.g., street crime) on April 23rd. At that meeting 
we will also recognize our Montgomery County Science Fair winners. We also have NAOSH 
week events on May 5th and the MACSC conference on May 21st. We will finalize our year with 
an end of the year banquet in June. We would love to see you there. 
  
Have a wonderful and safe spring. 
  
  
Bruce A. Donato, CSP 
President ASSE-NCC 
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President’s Message 

NATIONAL CAPITAL CHAPTER 

Visit www.ncc.asse.org 



     The 3rd Annual Mid Atlantic Construction Safety Conference is May 21, 2008 in 
Greenbelt, Maryland.  The planning committee has made some significant changes this 
year in hopes of adding some diversity to the program and maintaining our growth.  We 
invited an organization from the Philadelphia area, the Mid-Atlantic Construction Safety 
Council, in an effort to expand interest northward.  We also formally invited the NOVA 
Chapter of ASSE, as they are a recently appointed chapter of the ASSE.  As a result we 
now have 9 supporting organizations, including the National Capital Chapter of ASSE. 
 
     Our Keynote Speaker this year is Michael Abrashoff, former Navy Commander and 
author of “Its Your Ship”.  You can also register individually for the conference, as spon-
sor or an exhibitor online at the conference website, www.macsc.net.  Please come out 
and support the National Capital Chapter’s efforts to promote safety in construction. 
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Regional Construction Safety Conference - May 21, 2008 

      The National Capital Chapter is committed to providing  
programs and resources to help our members protect employees and 
the environment. In order to do this effectively we need  
volunteer support. 
  
There is 1 position that we are in need of volunteers.  These are short term positions which 
finite time commitments.  Please consider volunteering for: 
  

•  Awards and Honors Committee.  We are looking for volunteers to help us recog-
nize our members. This includes our chapter and regional Safety Professional of the 
Year (SPY) awards as well as long service awards and other national recognition. 

 
 If you would like to volunteer or would like more information please contact Mike Kerns at 

mkerns@sswc.com . 

Looking for Volunteers 

Attention! 
Another position just opened! 

ASSE- NCC Newsletter Editor 
We are looking for somebody that brings creative ideas to communicate relevant  

information to our chapter members.  
This person would be responsible for editing our monthly newsletter. 

No Microsoft Publisher experience required. 
For more information, contact Lizzette Vargas-Malpica (lvargasmalpica@washgas.com) 



     Have you thought about getting a professional certification? Well, you should. Professional 
certifications are a great way to show your current employer, and prospective employers, 
that you have a higher level of knowledge in a particular area of safety and health expertise. 
They often result in increased compensation ($). In addition, they mean R-E-S-P-E-C-T… from 
your peers. 
 
     Although the CSP (certified safety professional) may be one of the more recognizable 
certifications in the safety and health field, there are other certifications that may suit you and 
your career plans better. For example, if you have interest in occupational health issues, you 
may want to explore the CIH (certified industrial hygienist). 
 
     With the way organizations are growing, expanding, and diversifying, it has become more 
critical for safety and health professionals to combine areas of expertise. A safety  
professional may be asked to become involved in corporate insurance issues. In this case, 
the ARM (associate in risk management) behind your name will be helpful. If your revised 
job description now includes working more closely with hazardous materials, then the 
CHMM (certified hazardous material manager) may be more appropriate. Since the national 
disaster on September 11, 2001, many safety professionals are now responsible for security 
issues, and the CPP (certified protection professional) designation can be useful here. 
 
     The 2008 Region VI Professional Development Conference in Myrtle Beach, SC on  
September 15-19, 2008 offers multiple opportunities to explore professional certifications.  
Pre-conference sessions include an ARM review course and an Associate Safety Professional 
review course (the ASP is the first part of the CSP). 
 
     In addition, the opening session keynote speaker for the PDC is Dr. Robert Emery CSP, 
CIH, ARM, CPP, CHMM, CHP (certified health physicist) and RBP (registered biosafety 
professional). That’s right, Dr. Emery has professional certifications in safety, industrial hy-
giene, risk management, security, hazardous materials, health physics, and biosafety. You 
don’t want to miss his keynote address on Crisis Communication and Media Interaction or his 
breakout session on The Compelling Display of Health & Safety Data to Facilitate Desired  
Decision Making. Go to www.asse-region6.org for more information on the PDC schedule 
and Dr. Emery’s impressive bio. 

Professional Certifications…Are They Right For You?    Mike McCullion 

WISE has been established to foster the advancement of women in the  
SH&E profession.  

 
If you are interested in learning more about Women in Safety Engineering  

please contact Mary Winkler at WinklerM@si.edu. 

WOMEN IN SAFETY ENGINEERING (WISE) 
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Combustible Dust --- Does your company or firm process any of 
these products or materials in powdered form?  
WASHINGTON -- The Department of Labor's Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) is reissuing its Combustible Dust National Emphasis Program (NEP) Instruction. The 
NEP will increase enforcement activities and focus on specific industry groups that have ex-
perienced frequent combustible dust incidents. 
 
     The purpose of this NEP is to inspect facilities that create or handle combustible dusts 
which can cause intense burning or other fire hazards when suspended in air, and can lead to 
explosions. Combustible dusts are finely ground organic or metal particles, fibers, fines, 
chips, chunks, flakes, or small mixtures of these materials. Types of dusts include, but are not 
limited to, metal (aluminum and magnesium), wood, plastic, biosolids, organic (sugar, paper, 
soap and dried blood), and dusts from certain textiles. Combustible dusts can be found in the 
agricultural, chemical, textile, forest and furniture products, wastewater treatment, metal 
processing, paper products, pharmaceutical and recycling operations (metal, paper and 
plastic) industries. 
 
     Find information and resources to eliminate and control the hazards of combustible dust  
under the following web sites: 
 
1. www.osha.gov - In Focus: OSHA Resources on Combustible Dust 

• Fact Sheet 
• Poster 
• Safety and Health Information Bulletin 
•  Safety and Health Topics Page 

2. www.csb.gov 
• Current Investigations 
February 7, 2008. Imperial Sugar Company Explosion and 
Fire, Port Wentworth, GA 
• Recommendations 
November 2006. Combustible Dust Hazard Investigation 

Sugar Refinery Explosion Sets Off Combustible Dust Talk 
     A February 7 explosion at a Savannah, Georgia, sugar 
refinery has revived a discussion on how best to address 
combustible dust. The Chemical Information Board 
(CSB) set up an investigation information page on the 
Imperial Sugar Company explosion and fire in their web 
site under current investigations.  
 
The CSB’s previous recommendations on the issue can 
be found in the report issued on November 2006 found 
in their website under “recommendations.” 
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March 28, 2008 Meeting 

“An OSHA Update From Key Directors”                     Dave Harsay 

     Two years ago we had an update on what was happening in the key directorates at OSHA 
and sold out the event.  This year held another update and have joined forces with the American 
Industrial Hygiene Association - Potomac Section. Mr. Edwin Foulke, Assistant Secretary of La-
bor opened the session by emphasizing on the importance of the OSHA’s role to protect  US 
workers. He also referred to OSHA’s accomplishments, initiatives and programs. The following 
were some of his remarks: 
 
It’s about the bottom line for OSHA… and the bottom line is making sure that our workers are going home 
safely to their families after work every day.  In doing this, the “other” bottom line is well taken care of 
also. 
  
Trends in business and industry – production and cost efficiencies are high, and incremental improve-
ments are tough to attain.  The significant areas left for companies to reduce costs are in healthcare costs 
and workers comp costs. 
  
One area of concern is the new generation of workers, who tend to be not as active and injured on the job 
a lot easier then the parents’ and grandparents’ generations.  Issues with obesity and pre-existing condi-
tions for the new generation of workers… are on the rise.  This is considered an epidemic, and placing 
more pressure on healthcare costs and workers comp costs. 
  
Recent activity: new standards for Hexavalent Chromium, PPE’s, and Shipyard standards. 
  
Future: OSHA’s looking around the globe for emerging trends in Safety and Health… the future theme in-
volves the economic benefits of Safety and Health.  OSHA website is getting very advanced.  There is also 
a “Safety Pays” calculator, uses the recordable injury stats.  OSHA 2020 program… being relevant in the 
year 2020 and beyond.  Focused on training… 
  
New emphasis programs include: 
            Nano Technology (new hazards, exists mostly at national labs, but emerging in industry) 
            Combustible Dust (even before the Savannah Imperial Sugar catastrophe) 
            Inspecting refineries (all citations for inspections here have exceeded $100K each) 
  
Background: [Mr. Foulke when working as] labor lawyer, got involved with occupational 
safety and health by “accident”… there was a fatality on site in 1979. When visiting large 
companies, especially in the dangerous construction industry, he often sees the attitude that 
the injuries are the nature of business (usually accompanied by a safety record worse than 
the industry average), and there’s not much that can be done to prevent them. He likes to 
point out that he’s worked many years at Fluor corporation, one of the largest construction 
companies in the world, and their lost time rate was around 0.4 with the industry average be-
tween 4.0 and 5.0, so it can be done. 
  
The subsequent presentations were by: 
Director of Standards and Guidance 
Director of Cooperative and State Programs 
Director of Enforcement Programs 
Director of Construction 
Director of Science, Technology and Medicine 

The presentation of this The presentation of this 
meeting is available on the meeting is available on the   

ASSEASSE--NCC website: NCC website: 
www.ncc.asse.org, under www.ncc.asse.org, under 

“photos and presentations”“photos and presentations”  
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Update your contact information! 
Go to http://ncc.asse.org, click on “about us”, then click on the “Update your  

ASSE Contact Information” link under “Membership Information.” 
Or 

Log in your ASSE account, click on ASSE Membership Directory, and then click on the 
“Update your Address” link. 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Prepare Your Golf Game Now 
Clean off those clubs.  Buy new golf balls.   

Get that new golf shirt you have always wanted.  Take those lessons.   
 
Get ready for the ASSE National Capital Chapter and Chesapeake  
Chapter Golf Outing on May 6, 2008 at Patuxent Greens Country Club in 
Laurel, Maryland.  Check future newsletters or go to www.ncc.asse.org for 
more information. Find the registration form in page 8. 

Looking for a New Job? 
• Are you just starting out in the safety and health field? 
• Do you need (or want) to find a new job? 
• Do you have a job opening in your organization?   

The NCC website administrator posts new job openings on a regular basis.  
Check out the Jobs Webpage at http://ncc.asse.org/jobs.php.  

     Every month, we would like to recognize our members for a 
variety of reasons.  Did you achieve a designation or receive a 
degree?  Publish an article?  Receive an award at work, or from 
another organization?  Did you get a promotion or change jobs? 
Were you involved in something interesting and want to share 
your experience with the rest of the chapter?     
 
     Please send submissions to Amy Wangdahl (wangdahl.amy 
@dol.gov) and keep watching to see what your fellow members 
are doing. 

Members’ Corner We’re looking for stories We’re looking for stories 

on our members that we on our members that we 

can publish in the can publish in the   

newsletter to highlight the newsletter to highlight the 

importance and fun side importance and fun side 

of being actively of being actively   

involved in your involved in your   

profession.profession.  
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The American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) 
Chesapeake Chapter and National Capital Chapter 

present a joint golf outing to benefit safety and health education 

“Playing for the Future” 
May 6, 2008 

Patuxent Greens Country Club, Laurel, Maryland 
14415 Greenview Dr. ~ Laurel, MD ~ 20708 ~ 301-776-5533  

 

This year look for…prizes for Closest to the Pin and Long Drive Contests,  
Fabulous Door Prizes, “Mulligans”, and MUCH MORE…! 

Such as…?  A $10,000 hole-in-one hole…! 
 

Registration will open at 12:00 noon...Shotgun start will be 1:00 p.m.  
 

Cost*:  $100 per player  
(but only $360 per foursome if pre-registered ($$ submitted) by April 25, 2008) 

*18 Holes, Cart, and Dinner are included in the registration fee  
 

Hole Sponsor Only…$250  
Hole Sponsor With Foursome…$600 

Sponsorship includes corporate hole signage and other sponsor advertisements 
 

Questions and Sponsor Information:  

Fred Miller 717-476-0315 or Mike McCullion 703-995-4027 or Rush Barnett 410-684-3327 

****************************************************************************************************************** 
TO REGISTER:     Complete and mail registration form with payment to: 
Make Checks Payable To:    ASSE – Chesapeake Chapter  

Mail to:  ASSE – Chesapeake    

                        c/o ASSE Golf Tournament 

  17 Governors Court      

  Baltimore, MD 21244    

 Hole Sponsor:  Yes / No (if yes, please request a sponsor registration form) 

 

Total Submitted with Registration Form $ __________ 

Method of Payment: ASSE Tax ID: 52-1055397  
� Check Enclosed  
� Visa 
� American Express 
� Mastercard 

 
_________________________     ________________ 
Credit Card #           Expiration Date 
_________________________________ 
Signature 

Player’s Name Phone # (required) Email 
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     I know our members have all been anxiously awaiting the announcement of our National 
Capital Chapter’s 2008 Montgomery County Science Fair winners. I am honored to announce 
our Junior category (Grades 6-8) and Senior category (Grades 9-12) winners Trevor Taylor 
and Alexander Zhu, respectively. 
 
Trevor Taylor, an 8th grade student at Forcey Christian Middle School, for his project enti-

tled, “Epidemiology in Action: A Cross-Sectional Study of Seatbelt and Helmet Use Among 
Eighth Grade Students.” Noting the high rate of deaths and injuries among young people 
ages 10-24, due to motor-vehicle crashes and bicycle accidents; Trevor’s project set out to 
determine if 8th grade boys at his school were more or less likely to wear seatbelts and bi-
cycle helmets than their female counterparts. Specifically, his hypothesis reasoned that if 
seatbelt and helmet use are associated with testosterone levels, then males are less likely 
to wear seatbelts and helmets than females.  

 
Alexander Zhu, a 9th grade student at Poolesville High School, for his project entitled; “Soil 

Health and the Environment – Maryland State Soil Microorganism Map.” Alexander’s pro-
ject set out to determine if there were differences in the soil microorganism population in 
key types of land uses, e.g., high voltage wire areas, shopping centers, residential areas, 
forest, and farm areas within the State of Maryland. The results opens up for debate the cor-
relation between the number of microorganisms found and what maybe considered haz-
ardous environmental impact and how it affects human health  and other issues. 

And the Winners Are….!!!     Reginald Jenkins 

Want to know what our 2008 ASSE-NCC Student Science Fair winners experienced during the 
development of their projects and the challenges they over came on their road to success? 
 
     Come to our April 23, 2008 dinner meeting and meet and hear our winners as they present 
and discuss their projects with our members. You are invited to ask questions and learn how 
our winner’s projects are helping to advance the knowledge base of the Safety, Health and 
Environmental profession. Let’s come together and celebrate the efforts and success of these 
talented young scientist/researchers and encourage their futures (they will be presented 
with cash scholarship awards at the dinner)! 
 
     I would like to recognize and sincerely thank fellow chapter member Katherine Wellman, 
CSP (Director, Environmental, Health and Safety for the J. Craig Venter Institute) for volun-
teering her time and providing a helping hand in the student special awards judging and  
selection process. We couldn’t have done it without Kate’s enthusiasm, energy and commit-
ment to excellence. 
 
     In addition to our student science fair recognition, our April 23rd dinner meeting will fea-
ture Trooper Greg Kies of the MD State Police CID- Organized Crime Unit, who will provide a 
talk and lead discussion on, “Workplace Violence – Awareness and Prevention.” Please 
come out and join us in welcoming Trooper Kies in what I know will be a most informative 
topic that has the potential of  effecting just about every  organization . 
 
Reginald L. Jenkins 
ASSE-NCC Montgomery County Science Fair Scholarship and Program Chair 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

April 3 PDC jointly with ASSE Chesapeake Chapter  Applied Physics Lab 
Laurel, MD  

April 23 Workplace Violence  Tragara Restaurant 

4935 Cordell Ave. Bethesda, MD 

May 5 NAOSH Opening events  DOL 

May 21 Mid Atlantic Construction Safety Conference Greenbelt, MD 

   

Feature Web Site 
CDC - Preventing Falls 
    Visit this CDC/NIOSH web site to learn more about the importance to set a good example 
at work and different ways to prevent falls from a ladder. If you have Spanish-speaking em-
ployees encourage them to visit this site, and also to watch Telemundo’s prime-time drama 
Pecados Ajenos which highlight the causes, consequences, and ways to prevent some com-
mon construction falls.  

www.cdc.gov/Features/ConstructionFalls/ 

 

    CDC/NIOSH works in 
partnership with The 
Center for Construction 
Research and Training 
(CPWR), Hollywood, 
Health and Society, and 
the Spanish-language 
network Telemundo to 
develop and evaluate 
this new approach to 
disseminating work-
place safety and health 
information.  
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